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Course Description: This course is designed to help participants explore the profound effects that loss from divorce or death can have on young children. The effects of such loss are examined, including common developmental outcomes: social, emotional, cognitive, and physical. Strategies for supporting children and their families through such difficult times of separation are researched. 
Course Objectives: This course is intended to:

· Foster an understanding of the impact that losses such as divorce and death have on young children.
· Help participants realize that divorce involved changes for the child: such as changes in the composition of the family unit (death, divorce, terminal illness of self, etc.)
· Assist participants in understanding the various coping mechanisms used by children
· Help participants develop a resource portfolio covering the various childhood losses. 

Student Learning Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, participants should be able to:

· Define a child’s immature understanding of death - eventually leading to a mature understanding.
· Delineate practical steps to assist a child who is grieving.

· Explain how a child’s response to loss involves both his/her mental/emotional developmental stage and previous experiences with loss. 
· Describe the impact of divorce and resulting adjustments needed by child and parents
· Outline the insights for teachers and administrators – including communication with both parents. 

· Develop a resource portfolio to assist children and families with resources in the event of experiences with loss. 
Length of Course:
11 lecture hours
Prerequisite:

None

Grading:

Letter grade (A-F)
Text Required:
A Child’s View of  Grief: A Guide for Caring Adults, by Wolfelt, A. (2001). Dignity Memorial Network, Inc. 
Divorce & Loss:  Packet of Readings

Academic Honesty:  As a community of scholars, we depend on the research and scholarship of others to inform and support our ideas. All institutions of higher learning, including Clackamas Community College, require students and teachers to give credit to any source, written, verbal or electronic, from which ideas or research are borrowed. To fail to do so constitutes plagiarism and can result in the failure of the class.

Course Outline: 

1. Children & Loss:  A Historical Perspective

2. The Forgotten Mourners
3. Children’s Understanding of Death
4. Importance of Empathy
5. John Bowlby:  Attachment & Loss
6. Divorce: Children’s Responses 
7. Divorce: Insight for Teachers & Administrators

8. Resources 

